THE SEPARATION

in the defence of their respective positions.
Though feelings were intense, the discussions
remained within the domain of parliamentary
courtesy. On July 4th, 1905, the bill was passed
by 341 votes against 233, and when on Decem-
ber 6th, it was also voted by the Senate with a
large majority it became law. We must ex-
amine its tenor.

The first article marks a new era in the history
of religious freedom. When, under the presi-
dency of MacMahon, Dr. de Pressense proposed
a law sanctioning freedom of conscience, the bill
was treated almost contemptuously. The clergy
were indignant at the daring of the Protestant
senator. This law begins with the following
words: "The Republic guarantees freedom of
conscience." Then it asserts that the French gov-
ernment neither knows, salaries, nor subsidises
any religious body, exception being made in the
case of chaplains in the colleges, hospitals,
asylums, and prisons. The movable and im-
movable property of the State churches, lie
edifices excepted, are transferred to the relig-
ious associations who will have the care of
the churches. Reasonable provisions are made
for the present debts of some of the churches.
All endowments for general charities go to the
regular State charity organisations. In cases